SAFE MANAGEMENT OF DISCARDED NEEDLES (SHARPS)
Public & Private Sector Guidance (UK)
Based on guidance from the Health and Safety Executive (HSE) and UK Government public health and waste regulations
Introduction
Discarded needles (also referred to as sharps) present a recognised hazard in public and private environments. Guidance from the Health and Safety Executive highlights that sharps can cause injury and may carry blood-borne viruses if not handled correctly.
Local authorities and UK public health and waste services also recognise the importance of safe, controlled removal procedures in public spaces, housing areas, and commercial environments.
This document outlines safe practice principles and explains our professional needle pickup service.

Legal and Regulatory Framework (UK)
The safe management of discarded needles is governed by UK legislation and official guidance, including:
· Health and Safety Executive guidance on occupational exposure to blood-borne viruses 
· UK Government health, safety and environmental legislation 
· Hazardous Waste (England and Wales) Regulations 2005 
· Control of Substances Hazardous to Health (COSHH) Regulations 2002 
· Local authority environmental health and waste procedures 
Organisations have a legal duty of care to maintain safe environments for staff and the public.

Risks of Discarded Needles
According to HSE guidance, risks include:
· Needle stick injuries 
· Exposure to blood-borne viruses (Hepatitis B, Hepatitis C, HIV) 
· Infection from contaminated sharps 
· Psychological impact on staff and public 
· Legal and compliance liability 
· Environmental contamination 

Duty of Care Responsibilities
Responsibility may apply to:
· Local authorities 
· Housing providers 
· Landowners 
· Employers and facilities managers 
· Contractors managing public or shared spaces 
They must take reasonably practicable steps to reduce risks, including safe removal procedures.

Safe Handling Principles (HSE Guidance)
The Health and Safety Executive advise:
· Do not handle needles without training 
· Always use appropriate PPE 
· Use approved sharps containers 
· Always avoid direct contact 
· Minimise exposure risk during removal 
· Dispose of via licensed waste routes 
· Record and report incidents where required 

What To Do If a Needle is Found
1. Do not touch or move the needle 
2. Keep others away from the area 
3. Mark the location if safe 
4. Report it to the responsible organisation or authority 
5. Await trained professionals for removal 
Never place needles in general waste bins.

Professional Needle Pickup Services
Our service supports compliance with UK HSE expectations and local authority best practice.
We provide:
· Safe needle and sharps collection 
· Emergency callouts 
· Public space clearance (parks, streets, estates) 
· Private land and commercial site services 
· Approved sharps containers 
· Licensed waste disposal 
· Discreet professional response 

Sectors We Support
· Local authorities 
· Housing associations 
· Facilities management companies 
· Commercial property owners 
· Schools and colleges 
· Healthcare and community services 
· Private landowners and residents 

Safe Disposal Requirements
Sharps must be:
· Securely contained at point of collection 
· Stored in approved sharps containers 
· Transported by licensed carriers 
· Disposed of at authorised waste facilities 

Our Commitment
We prioritise:
· Public and worker safety 
· Rapid response times 
· Full regulatory compliance 
· Safe handling and disposal 
· Discreet professional service 
· Protection of public environments 

QUICK SAFETY CHECKLIST – DISCARDED NEEDLES (SHARPS)
If you find a needle:
 Do not touch or handle the needle 
 Keep others away from the area 
 Do not attempt to move or cover it 
 Do not place in general waste 
 Do not attempt removal yourself 
 Report the location to the responsible authority 
 Await trained professionals 

Need advice or assistance?
If you are unsure what to do or need immediate support, contact our professional needle pickup service for guidance and safe response arrangements.
We can provide advice on risk, safe handling procedures, and arrange prompt collection where required.

Protecting Public Health and Safety
Safe management of discarded sharps is essential to protecting communities and maintaining safe public spaces.

